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the House of Lords, which rejected several otner government
bills as well. The cry was now heard for the first time that the
House of Lords must be 'either mended or ended*.

Gladstone's retirement. Early in 1894 Gladstone resigned at
the age of eighty-four. He died four years later. Whatever
might be thought of some of his policies there was general agree-
ment that he had been, in the words of one political opponent,
Lord Salisbury, ca great Christian', and in the words of another,
Balfour, cthe greatest member of the greatest deliberative
assembly in the world5. No other British statesman had ever
roused such widespread interest, or had his portrait hung in so
many humble homes. None had evoked so much gratitude in
foreign countries whose causes he had at various times cham-
pioned, Italy and Greece for example. Indeed the case against
him in his later years more or less amounts to this, that he did not
put what is commonly called patriotism first, but championed
Zulus and Afghans, Sudanese and Irish, against what were rightly
or wrongly regarded as British interests.

The Navy. His resignation when it came was due not only
to old age but also to his refusal to accept the unanimous demand
of his colleagues for more money to be spent on the navy, and
by a curious coincidence this had also been the cause of the
downfall of that very different man, Lord Randolph Churchill.
In the old days the wooden battleships of the type that won
Trafalgar were good for sixty years, but now improvements in
armament and gunnery came so fast that whole navies were
rendered obsolete in a few years and had to be replaced. It is
said, for example, that H.M.S. Rodney^ completed in 1888, could,
if properly handled, have fought and sunk the whole British
navy as it stood in 1881, and that the Magnificent, launched with
the money refused by Gladstone in 1894, could have done much
the same with all the ships of the Rodney class. The Dreadnought
of 1905 made a similar advance ten years later, and set the
standard for the battleships of the first great war. It is quite
possible that, if we had not built the Magnificent and her sister
ships in the last years of the century, we should have had to face
a coalition of Continental powers during the South African war
of 1899-1902.

The Roseb&y government.   Gladstone was succeeded by his